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Dynamic Discovery for Mainframe Batch Applications

Understand How Your Mainframe Batch Applications Really Work

Note: See PathPoint Product Overview for Complete Understanding
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Typical Batch Cycle
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A Closer Look at Batch Processing –
Job 29/Step 7 Involves Application Processing

Job 29 
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Read:
Trans A

Read:
Trans B

Read:
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Read:
Trans B

Read:
Trans C

Trans
File
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Typical Batch Transaction File
Many Batch Transactions are Duplicates

Trans
File TRAN ATRAN C TRAN B TRAN B TRAN ATRAN C

TRAN CTRAN A TRAN B TRAN B TRAN CTRAN A

TRAN ATRAN B TRAN C TRAN C TRAN ATRAN B

TRAN BTRAN C TRAN C TRAN A TRAN ATRAN B

A, B and C are Unique Transactions
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Job 29  - Step 7

PathPoint Provides What Analysts Need –
A View of Application Processing for Unique Batch Transactions

End  
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Start

Start

End  

Batch Process – “Master File” Update Processing 

Actual Processing Paths
Trans
File

Read:
Trans A

Read:
Trans B

Read:
Trans C Locate Business Logic For 

Each Batch Transaction

• Programs Called
• Call Statements Issued
• Tables/Files Accessed
• How Accessed

Captured in the 
Actual Sequence of 

Execution
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The PathPoint Approach To Batch

Captured Results
Downloaded

To PC for Analysis

Mainframe Component PC Component

Trans
File

Trans A
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Mainframe Component
Traces & Captures 
Processing Paths …

As Job 29/Step 7
Executes

Selected
Batch Transactions
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Sequence                               Step      Program        Call Stmt                      Call Statements                Status          
Number                                 Name     Name            Number                        In Sequence                     Code

Batch Transaction (Job 29 / Step 7) – Process View
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Files Accessed in Call Path for Job 29 / Step 7 - Data View
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Call Statements Accessing A Specific File
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Transaction File
Reads

Data Identifying  
Transaction Function

Batch Transaction File Activity
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Record Update 

Record Update Activity
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Copybook 
Fields

Changed Value

Field References Using Copybooks
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Trigger File Summary

Sequence          Number of Stmts             Status     File DD                               User
Number            in Trigger Path                 Code      Name Comment

NOTE: Each line represents a read of the Trigger File and the 
beginning of processing a transaction.

Update salary transaction
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Trigger File Detail for Sequence #30 Read
Source Navigation Logic Identified

Sequence    Program           Paragraph         Compile
Number      Name               Name                Line #

Performance 
Information

Navigation Logic

Update salary transaction



©2009 PathPoint Software, Inc.

Compile Listing
Navigation Logic Highlighted

Compile Line 
Number                        Source Statements

Navigation
Logic


